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The parallelism between rainfall and the emigration from Europe is to be seen much better when we compare only the curve of rainfall for western Europe with British emigration (Fig. 5), or the curve of rainfall for Germany and the curve of emigration from Germany
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PIG. 5. The fluctuation of rainfall in the United States and western Europe as compared, respectively, with the total immigration and British immigration to the United States
The curves are based on five-year totals and are not smoothed The number of immigrants is given in ten thousands, rainfall in percentage of variation from the mean of many years
(Fig. 6). The parallelism of these two sets of curves is striking. The reason for the parallelism is clear: the greater part of the emigrants coming from Europe to the United States are agricultural. The rainy period causes bad crops in western Europe, including Germany, and therefore gives an impulse to emigration. In the same period the greater humidity is associated with good crops in